
The Ocean Worlds Working Group
Linking ocean world science to technology 
development

Cynthia Phillips, Michael Bland, 
Peter Willis, Kate Craft, Paula do Vale Pereira
Angela Marusiak

N A S A  O u t e r  P l a n e t s  A s s e s s m e n t  G r o u p ,  J u n e  2 0 2 5



• On January 31st, the AGs (including working groups) were asked to stand down activities

• The OWWG website was taken offline, along with the other AG sites.

• On March 25th, the OWWG chairs asked NASA whether the OWWG could resume activity

• Henry Throop replied on March 27th stating “NASA is working on getting the working groups 

restarted, but that process has not been completed yet. I’ll let you know when I have an update 

on it.”

• OWWG leadership has not yet received an update stating that we are cleared to resume work

• A redacted version of the OWWG website came back online in mid-May.

• OWWG leadership has been continuing to think about OW exploration and technology development 

during this pause.
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Update on OWWG Activities



• Misha Zolotov stepped down as co-lead of the Science Goals subgroup in the Fall of 2024 and has 

not been replaced.

• A candidate was selected and informed but has not been brought on board

• The OWWG leadership is in the process of setting up a non-redacted OWWG website and mailing list 

hosted by PSI.

• While it is difficult to think about the future of planetary science in the current climate, the OWWG is 

focused on the long-term exploration of Ocean Worlds.
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Impact of Current Policies



Driving Science 
Questions for 
Ocean Worlds 
Exploration:
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1. What are the conditions that lead to the 

formation of ocean worlds?

2. Where do water oceans exist in the interiors 

of outer solar system bodies?

3. Do ocean worlds have past or present 

environments conducive to life? 

4. Is there evidence for present or past life in 

plume material, on the surface, or in the interior 

of ocean worlds? 
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• OWWG Leads will be finalizing the draft traceability
o Spring 2025

• OWWG Leads will reach out to community members for 
specific input
o Summer 2025

• Preliminary draft traceability released to the community for 
comment
o Fall 2025

• Draft publication
o Winter 2025

Moving Forward (Pending Restart)

N A S A  O u t e r  P l a n e t s  A s s e s s m e n t  G r o u p ,  M a y  2 0 2 5


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9

